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Measurement Canada is currently pursuing the following initiatives with respect to legal metrology in Canada.

Marketplace Intervention Model

In Canada, the introduction of measurement technology applications in an increasing number of trade sectors combined with reduced availability of resources to provide inspection services has left many sectors with less than optimal protection against economic loss due to inaccurate measurement.  In 1998-99, Measurement Canada will begin to determine the level of intervention necessary to ensure the equitable and accurate measurement of goods and services in all trade sectors by piloting the Marketplace Intervention Model.

The Model will provide an objective basis for determining the level of intervention necessary to ensure measurement accuracy and equity.  The levels of intervention could range from periodically checking and confirming that existing metrological controls are adequate and appropriate to direct intervention by Measurement Canada to ensure measuring instrument accuracy and to enforce compliance requirements.

In consultation with industry, clients and consumers, Measurement Canada will begin to identify trade sectors where direct intervention is required to provide for marketplace equity and other sectors where less intervention is possible with a reasonable risk to measurement accuracy.  The question of who should undertake the intervention activities (e.g. Measurement Canada, industry associations, accredited organizations, other levels of government, etc.)  will be determined in sector specific negotiations between Measurement Canada and sector stakeholders.

Mutual Recognition Agreements and Harmonization of Technical Standards

Measurement Canada is negotiating mutual recognition agreements and harmonizing technical standards and requirements with its major trading partners to ensure Canadian measuring instrument manufacturers and other businesses are not competitively disadvantaged in the global economy.  The harmonization of technical standards and mutual recognition agreements reduces technical barriers to trade, decreases manufacturers’ production costs and gives Canadian businesses access to larger and more varied markets.

Measurement Canada presently has one mutual recognition agreement with the U.S.; the Canada/U.S. Mutual Recognition Agreement for Prototype Device Approval.  Under this agreement, certain types of scales evaluated in either Canada or the U.S. can be approved for use in commerce in both countries.  The organization is presently negotiating a second mutual recognition agreement with the U.S. regarding the calibration and certification of test cars used to determine the accuracy of railway scales.

Measurement Canada is also negotiating an agreement with the U.S. whereby the organization will test petroleum and propane dispensers to U.S. standards.  Test data would provide the basis for approval of these dispensers for sale and use in U.S. markets.  Successful negotiation of this agreement would also allow Canadian propane dispenser manufacturers to have their equipment tested in Canada for approval to market in the U.S.

Automatic Temperature Compensation (ATC)

Temperature compensation has been used in the wholesaling of petroleum products for over 40 years in Canada.  Recent advances in liquid measurement technology facilitated the use of temperature compensation at the retail level and today it is estimated that approximately 70% of the retail gasoline pumps have been converted to ATC measurement.

With the exception of the retail sale of propane as a motor fuel, the use of ATC for the measurement of gasoline is optional in Canada.  When temperature compensation is chosen as the method of sale by a petroleum company, the method and measuring equipment used are subject to approval and inspection by Measurement Canada.

Recently, concern has been expressed about the use of ATC for the sale of petroleum products at the retail level of trade.  Additional information regarding the use of ATC in Canada will be provided as part of the discussion on ATC at the upcoming Asia–Pacific Legal Metrology Forum meeting.
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