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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN LEGAL METROLOGY (to 30 September 1998)

1. The New Zealand Government has agreed to introduce the Average Quantity System, as provided in OIML Recommendation 87, into New Zealand law.  The change is anticipated to be actioned by amendments to the Weights and Measures Act 1987 in the 1999 Parliamentary session.

2. New Zealand chaired the Trade Measurement Advisory Committee (TMAC) which reports to the Australian and New Zealand Ministerial Council of Consumer Affairs.  TMAC is made up of representatives from the Australian State and Territory Trade Measurement Authorities, the National Standards Commission and New Zealand Trading Standards Service.  The chair rotates annually among TMAC members.  The main outcome of this year’s work plan has been progressing amendments to the Australian Uniform Trade Measurement legislation and progressing the adoption of the Average Quantity System into the law of both Australia and New Zealand.

3. The Trading Standards Service has worked on holding a National Measurement Symposium.  The aim being to demonstrate and promote the importance of legal metrology, not just Trade Measurement, to a wide sector of the New Zealand economy.  This has proved more difficult than first imagined due to a lack of perception by both key industry players and by some who have key roles in legal measurements.  This was even more disappointing as key international speakers had shown a willingness to participate. Efforts are presently being focused on providing workshops for targeted sectors and progressing the importance of measurements through a Measurement Awareness Day which will be organised in conjunction with our new National Museum, Te Papa (Our Place). 

4. Amendments were gazetted in March this year updating the Weights and Measures Regulations to align the regulations to current editions of the OIML recommendations, particularly 76-1, 111 and 117.

5. The pattern approval laboratory has been upgraded to ensure that pattern approval examination and compliance checks can be carried out to fully meet 76-1 for non-automatic weighing instruments.  An accredited laboratory is being used to carry out EMC testing.

6. The standards laboratories in our Auckland, Petone and Christchurch offices have been granted ISO Guide 25 accreditation for both calibration work and verification of standards to the maximum permissible errors set out in R111.

7. An officer from our Christchurch office attended the APLMF training session in Shanghai on High Capacity Weighing and OIML R76-1.  Also included a visit to the Hong Kong, Trading Standards Investigation Bureau to look at operational activities in Hong Kong.

8. A training programme has been established for Weights and Measures Officers from the Kingdom of Tonga.  Training commenced in September this year.
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