
NAME OF ECONOMY:
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

LEGAL METROLOGY PROGRESS 

INTRODUCTION

Following the APLMF Seminars and Workshops held in Tsukuba, Japan (1997) and Shanghai, China (1998) the National Institute of Standards and Industrial Technology (NIST) is establishing the Legal and Technical requirements for Legal Metrology Service.

LEGISLATION AND ADMINISTRATION

The PNG NISIT was established by an Act of Parliament in 1994 and is responsible for the coordination of the Legal Metrology System with respect to the regulatory (Weights and Measures) Laws of Papua New Guinea (attached – PNG Measurement System Acts and Regulation).

Currently it is liaising with the regulatory authorities and the industries in the development of the Legal Metrology System.

APLMF WORKSHOPS

A senior metrologist from NISIT attended the workshops conducted in Japan and China:

OIML R76 Pattern Approval of Non-Automatic Weighing Instruments

Introduction to Proving of High Capacity Weighing

Introduction to High Capacity Weighing

These have given NISIT the impetus to introduce the mandatory technical and legal requirements to the industries.

INDUSTRIAL LIAISONS

NISIT is now in the process of introducing the OIML R76 recommendation, technical requirements to the industries and liaising with the Mining and Petroleum Departments on the verification and approval requirements for high capacity flowmeters.

This is an awareness program to inform the regulatory authorities and industries of the legal metrology requirements.

APLMF MoU

The NISIT Management has considered the APLMF MoU and supports it in principle as it is in line with the regional organizations and the APEC SCSC.

CONCLUSION

The APLMF Seminars and Workshops have greatly assisted NISIT in the establishment of the Legal Metrology System.

NISIT is grateful to the APLMF Secretariat (NSC Australia) for the funding and support in making it possible to attend the Forum Meetings, Seminars and Workshops.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA MEASUREMENT SYSTEM, ACTS AND REGULATION

The concept of Measurement System in Papua New Guinea (PNG) was introduced under the Weights and Measures Ordinance - 1952, and since then several legislations have been enacted to meet the market and consumer requirements.

The Measurement System is based on the following legislations:

1. National Institute of Standards and Industrial Technology (NISIT) Act 1993:

Early in 1970 a legislation was passed to set up the Metric Conversion Commission to oversee the introduction and implementation of Metrication that introduced the National Standards Act 1978 and established the National Standards Council.

The SI Units were declared the PNG Legal Units of Measurement in 1980.

National Institute of Standards and Industrial Technology Act 1993 repealed National Standards Act 1978 and established NISIT.

The National Institute of Standards and Industrial Technology is responsible for the coordination and dissemination of the National Measurement System through:

· Legal Metrology

Legal Unit of Measurement

Coordination of Legal Metrology Service

Calibration and Verification of Weights and Measures Standards

Pattern Approval of Weighing and Measuring Instruments

NISIT is a corresponding member of OIML and recognises the certificate issued by the National Standards Commission (NSC) of Australia and OIML in all aspects of Legal Metrology.

· Physical Metrology

Development of the Measurement Standards Laboratory (MSL)

Maintenance and Dissemination of the National Standards of Measurement

Hierarchy and Accuracy of the Measurement System

In December 1994 the NISIT Council passed a resolution to recognize the Australian Primary Standards of Measurement as the Primary Standards of Measurement for Papua New Guinea under the NISIT Act.  This decision was made to avoid the high cost of maintaining Primary Standards.  Secondly, PNG industries do not need high accuracies of the Primary Standards.

2. Weights and Measures Acts and Regulations

· Trade Measurement Act – 1982

· Packaging Act – 1978

The Weights and Measures Act and Regulations are administered and enforced by the Consumer Affairs Council of Papua New Guinea although it is covered under the determination of the Minister for Commerce and Industry.

3. Regulatory Authorities

There are several other pieces of legislation administered by the National and Municipal Authorities:

· Electricity Commission – Electricity meters

· Telecommunications Authority – Telephones and fax meters

· Health Authorities  – Packaging (Food labelling)

· Water Board – Water meters

· Environment and Conservation – Sound level monitoring

· Office of Transport – Taxi meters

NISIT is currently liaising with the regulatory authorities in the coordination of the Legal metrology Service and maintenance of the Physical Standards of Measurement through the accreditation of the Testing Laboratories and Inspection Bodies.
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