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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LEGAL METROLOGY SYSTEM IN THAILAND

After the Law of Weights and Measures B.E. 2466 (1923) has been enforced in Thailand for ages, it has subsequently gone through several efforts, phases, and times of modernization to overcome the sophisticated needs of change on technological, social, and economic factors.
The Department of Commercial Registration (DCR) acting as the Central Bureau of Weights and Measures (CBWM) has proposed the draft of the new Law of Weights and Measures to substitute the current Law.  Both of the cabinet and the parliament of Thailand have already approved the draft.  It will be enforced 180 days following the date of their publication in the Government Gazette within 1999.

At the same time the new Ministerial Regulations have been drafted thoroughly by virtue of the powers invested by the new Law.  The following are some parts of the categories contained in the new Regulations:

1. Non-automatic Weighting Instruments


The Non-Automatic Weighting Instruments are based on OIML R76 and are adapted to those manufactured domestically in the past and being in use until this moment.

2. Automatic Weighting Instruments

Automatic Weighting Instruments are principally based upon OIML R50, R51, and R107.

3. Standard Weights

Standard Weights are based upon OIML R111 and those still existing.

4. Length-measuring Instruments

Length-measuring Instruments are based upon OIML R35.

5. Automatic Level Gauges

Automatic Level Gauges are based upon OIML R85.

6. Liquid-measuring Devices

Liquid-measuring Devices are based upon OIML R117.

7. Water Meters

8. Gas Volume Meters

Gas Volume Meters are based upon OIML R6, R31, and R32.

9. Direct Mass Flow Meters

Direct Mass Flow Meters are based upon OIML R105.

10. Etc.

For decentralizing the powers of its management system on the legal metrology in Thailand, the CBWM has continually attempted to improve on its infrastructure, facilities, personnel, and organization structure, for example, establishing four regional verification centers to supervise the verification branch offices under their own regional supervision.  The four regional verification centers are composed of:

· The Northern Verification Center (Chiang Mai) was completely constructed in the middle of 1997 and opened to operate formally at the end of 1998;

· The Northeastern Verification Center (Khon Kaen) was completely constructed in the end of 1998 and expected to be opened to operate officially within 1999;

· The Eastern Verification Center (Chonburi); and 

· The Southern Verification Center (Surat Thani).  

The Eastern and Southern Verification Centers are expected to start construction in 2000.

The structure of metrological control authorities is illustrated in the figure on the last page.

Under the bilateral cooperation between the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand, the CBWM, especially the Northern and Northeastern Verification Centers, is supported directly from PTB through providing valuable equipment and training courses.

Now that this upgrading for the Law of Weights and Measures and its management system in Thailand is the considerable movement, consequently, the current priority needs unavoidably are:

· Strengthening and enhancing capabilities of government officers dealing with the legal metrology through providing and organizing training courses on variety of topics of Pattern Approval, Verification, and Reverification for all weighing and measuring instruments to be aligned with the new drafts stated above;

· Technical cooperation from developed countries, regional organizations, and international organizations, for example, establishment of new laboratories to enhance capabilities of the CBWM in the standard verifications or to improve new procedures to inspect weighing and measuring instruments used for trading purposes including prepackaged goods; and

· Database Link absolutely regarded as a critical success factor for intimately cooperative developing legal metrology in every region around the world.
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