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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN LEGAL METROLOGY IN THE U.S.A.

Major issues on the 1999 Agenda of the National Conference on Weights and Measures

1. OIML Certificate Project


NTEP continues to make progress on projects to issue OIML Certificates and establish mutual agreement to utilize OIML test data.  Both projects have been endorsed by the NCWM.  Concern has been expressed about the impact of the additional workload, adding to the NTEP work backlog.  However, it was noted that the Canada/U.S. type approval mutual recognition agreement has been very successful.

2. Production Meets Type

The NTEP Business Plan Work Group will meet again in January to possibly finalize a proposed plan towards insuring that “Production Devices Meet Type”.  It is likely the proposal will include initial verification feedback and quality assurance criteria for manufacturers.

3. Moisture Loss in Meat and Poultry Products

The NCWM plans to develop allowances due to moisture loss (dehydration) for various meat and poultry products.  The committee plans to develop such allowances to include the following products: ice packed poultry, raw red meat products, cured pork products, cured beef products, ham patties, chopped ham, pressed ham and dry salami.

4. Repaired and Remanufactured Devices

The NCWM continues to struggle with terms such as repair, remanufacture and rebuild as they apply to equipment, originally traceable to a type evaluation certificate, that has been in use for a period of time.  How far a repair, service agency or manufacturer can go before the equipment is no longer traceable to the certificate?  Proposals from manufacturers, groups, organizations and others are welcome.

5. Dynamic Monorail Scales

Several proposals are on the agenda concerning dynamic (automatic) monorail scales.  The proposals pertain to definitions, stability, extended indicating devices, test procedures and initial verification tolerances.

6. Software

In 1998, the NCWM adopted a policy for software which states:

Software, regardless of its form, shall not be subjected to evaluation for the purpose of receiving a separate software Certificate of Conformance from the National Type Evaluation Program.”

An NTEP Technical Committee Work Group has been formed to provide guidance in the development of the general format of Certificates of Conformance for software-based operating systems.
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