NAME OF ECONOMY:

VIETNAM

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN LEGAL METROLOGY IN VIETNAM

In the framework of transition of economy to the market economy, the Vietnam legal metrology is being reformed to meet the demand for harmonisation of measurements.  Adding to speech presented at the fourth meeting of APLMF in Tsukuba last year, I would like to give a brief information on legal metrology in our economy.

1.
Renew Legislative Documents

The legislative documents on legal metrology in Vietnam are currently under comprehensive revision.

First of all, the Measurement Act which was enacted in 1990 in the period of the beginning of economic renew, has been being revised. This Act has been approved by the State Council and passed to the Standing Committee of National Assembly. Here are some changes and enrichments into the Measurement Act:

· To reorganise the legal system containing two levels: national (central) and provincial (local) instead of three levels as in the present Act (national, regional, local).

· Clearly to divide metrology into two categories through verification and calibration activities. The first is applied compulsory control, but the second is voluntary.

· To expand the scope of metrological control for measurements and measurement methods. These will fix the regulated measurements and draw up corresponding regulations.

· To confirm prepackage control is one of the main objectives of legal metrology in market economy iii Vietnam.

· To consolidate the system of metrological supervision. There are sets of regulations and administrative orders which are inadequate for today’s needs and must be revised.

Ordinance and regulations amended:

+
Ordinance for implementation of the Measurement Act

+
Catalogue of measuring instruments being subject to verification

+
Procedure for accreditation of verification competence

In order to conform to International Recommendations, more than 30 regulations on technical requirements and procedures for verification have been revised based on latest OIML recommendations in 1998.  Some of them are:

· Weighing instruments (9 items based on R76, R50, R106)

· Clinical thermometers (R7)

· Watt-hour meters

· Water meters (R49)

· Road and rail tankers (R80)

· Fixed storage tanks (R71)

· Barometers (R97)

· Moisture meters for cereal grains and oil seeds (R59)

· Sphygmomanometers (R16)

· Taximeters (R21) etc.

2.
Improving Infrastructure of Legal Metrology and Verification Activities

In the last few years, the infrastructure of legal metrology has been consolidated and enhanced step by step.

At the central level:

-
In National Metrology Center – some National Standard Laboratories have been updated.  They are the laboratories on mass; volume and flow; force and hardness; pressure; electricity; time and frequency.

These ensure traceability of the measurement to national standards. 

-
Update standards, calibration and testing facilities, enhancing environmental conditions for calibration laboratories completing its standards according to hierarchy scheme, etc.

-
To enlarge verification for some new types of measuring instruments such as taximeter, liquid and gas flow meter, moisture meter for grains, dosimeter and instrument for exposure of X-ray used in radiotherapy, etc.

-
To prepare conditions to purchase calibration equipment and facilities for controlling of supplying crude oil and gas measuring system; pipe prover, gas flow meter, etc.
At the local level:

-
In 61 provinces, there are 61 verification offices.  According to statistics, there are about 5 million measuring instruments belonging to catalogue of compulsory verification.  Because of lack of verification equipment, transportation means, skill verifiers, etc. at present only 50% of them have been verified.  For these reasons, in a short time the rate of verification instruments must be raised to 80% – 90%.  This will require a consolidation of the verification system, especially at local level.  Speeding up verification activities at provinces and focus on instruments for retail trade measurement includes retail scales, petrol pumps, prepacked goods, utility meters such as watt-hour meters, water meters.
-
Commercial trade measurement: 


wholesale, freight, government taxes, weigh-bridge, high capacity weighing and flow.

-
Some medical measurements: 


measuring instruments e.g. sphygmomanometers, clinical thermometers.

To meet the above demand of verification activities, a set of verification offices at provinces have been reconstructed and updated their standards and verification equipment. They are verification offices in provinces of Nghe An, Ha Tinh, Quang Binh, Quang Tri, Thua Thien Hue, Hai Phong, Binh Dinh, Lang Son, Lao Cai, etc.

Beside the provincial verification offices, there are more than 90 authorised bodies in various branches of industry. More than one million measuring instruments mainly watt-hour meters, water meters and retail scales are verified annually by these authorised bodies. It is a great contribution to fair trade and transaction in national economy.

Hanoi, October 1998
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