APPENDIX 2

REPORT BY THE CONVENOR
MR JOHN BIRCH AM

To delegatesto the Fifth APLMF meeting
in Seoul, Republic of Korea

In the four years since the Forum was established the program activities have shown arapid
expansion. This has been possible because of the strong commitment that members have made to
support the Forum activities. Whilst enhancing technica capability through training courses has been
amgor focus, of equa importance have been the raising of the profile of legad metrology and
developing policies for modernisation of lega metrology in the region.

Following on from the training courses held in Tsukubain 1997, further training courses were held in
Shanghai in September thisyear, on Introduction to High Capacity Weighing and atrain-the-trainer
course on the Pattern Approval of Non-autometic Weighing Instruments, in accordance with OIML
R76. These courses were attended by 27 officials from 16 economies. In addition, afurther train-
the-trainer course on the verification and reverification of non-automeatic weighing ingrumentsis
currently being devel oped.

Mutua recognition will be amgor focus of the 1998 Forum and CIML mesetings. A meeting in
Washington in April this year that developed a draft agreement on mutua recognition of pattern
gpprova tests results has provided a framework to findise an agreement on this issue which will
complement the OIML Certificate System.

Mutua recognition is being driven by globdisation and highlights the important role that measurement
will play in that process. The great virtue of physical measurement isits ability arising from its
objective and numerica characteristics. Trust on the nationa measurement system is provided by
governments legidating the requirements and ensuring that they are met. Globalisation requires this
trust to be extended beyond nationa borders and the Forum programs on Legidation and
Adminigtration aims to contribute to this process.

Legd metrology's responsbility for mutud recognition is very broad and includes:

- measurement for internationd trade in bulk commodities. Thisisan areawhere disputes il
occur between exporters and importers,

- testing of measuring instruments for gpprova and certification;

- measurement labelling of pre-packed goods that are traded internationdly. Thisisarapidly
expanding area of internationa trade;
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- regulatory measurements conducted to meet internationa treety requirements. Greenhouse
gas emissonsisjust one example where nations will need to show they are meeting tresty
obligations. Such measurements are dso fundamenta to any emission tresty scheme.

However success in this process of globdisation will only be possble if nationa measurement
systems are sufficiently integrated and coherent. Legd metrology authorities have amgor
responsibility in this regard in coordinating their nationa measurement system, particularly through
legidative provisons.

Dr Birkeland, who conduced the Review of Technicd Infrastructure for the Forum has recently
completed a discusson document for CIML on the challenges facing the Globa Measurement
Sysem | am sure that discussion on this document will stimulate new programs within the Forum.

Having reached our fourth yeer it is appropriate that we consder amore forma sructure for the
Forum. Thedraft MoU to be discussed at this Forum meeting has drawn on the experience of
other regiond organisations (APMP, APLAC) and a number of important issues till need to be
findised by this Forum mesting.

Last year the Forum established an Executive Committee and whilst there is sill much to be donein
developing the operation of this committee, | have found it very vauable to be able to contact the
members to obtain their advice on arange of issues.

Findly | would like to express my appreciation of the contribution that Mrs Loon Khoo continues to
make to the effective functioning of the Forum.

John Birch AM
Convenor

20 October 1998
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