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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN LEGAL METROLOGY

Over the last year or two, a number of steps have been taken to provide a greater degree of legislative unity for the national measurement system.  

In particular, the National Measurement Act has been amended to:

-
Incorporate provisions for civil time (UTC);

- 
Include certified reference materials in the traceability requirement and provide for appointment of producers of certified (traceable) reference materials and for them to issue (evidential) certificates under the National Measurement Act;

- 
Provide for the approval and certification of legal measuring instruments and certification of the calibration of such instruments.

Amendments are also before the Parliament to include mandatory metrological requirements for utility meters (electricity, gas and water) in the Act.

Discussions are still on going on whether the provisions of the State and Territory based Uniform Trade Measurement Legislation should also be included in the National Measurement Act.

Other changes in the system include:

-
The introduction of CNG dispensers - NSC is developing requirements and test procedures and OIML has also established a working group and a draft document is being prepared;

- 
Upgrade of the Commission's LPG testing facility; and

-
Establishment of the National Analytical Reference Laboratory to produce certified reference materials.

The Commission has also facilitated the establishment of the Indian Ocean Legal Metrology Forum (IOLMF) and is providing the Interim Convenor and Secretariat.  A workshop on legal metrology in the Indian Ocean will be held in Colombo, Sri Lanka on 10 November.
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