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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LEGAL METROLOGY SYSTEM AND DIRECTIONS OF FUTURE CHANGE

During the last twelve months the National Measurement Act and Regulations have been amended to include metrological requirements for utility metering (electricity, gas and water) and certification of utility meters, certified reference materials and legal measuring instruments.  This has expanded the scope of the legislation to now cover all the principal areas of the national measurement system except for trade measurement enforcement.

The National Standards Commission believe these legislative amendments are important because:

-
By establishing national metrological requirements administered by the National Standards Commission we improve the integrity of the measurement system.

-
The amendments identify the commitment of government to the metrological control of the national measurement system.

-
The certification provisions in the legislation provide a sound evidential basis for measurements which overcomes confusion in court cases.

-
National requirements under a single act administered by the national legal metrology authority will facilitate international and regional mutual recognition arrangements.

These amendments followed on from wide consultation through the Commission’s national policy committees on electricity and water metering, National Chemical Metrology Committee and discussion with State and Territory regulatory authorities e.g. police (evidential breath analysers) and environmental protection agencies (gas emission and sound level measurements).  This process has highlighted the important coordinating role that is the responsibility of national legal metrology authorities and the control role that national measurement legislation performs in ensuring coherence and consistency in the national measurement system.  The discussions that the Commission has participated in on legislation and administration in the APLMF meetings has greatly assisted Australian measurement policy development.

The Commission has been active in APLMF in developing regional training courses and these courses have also been valuable in improving and harmonising capability in State and Territory authorities and industries and ensuring consistency between local verification practice and OIML requirements.

During the year the Commission has upgraded its LPG testing facility, incorporating a compact prover.  The facility can now test and calibrate flowmeters for LPG over flow rates from 4 to 1700 l/min using two blends of LPG.  One blend consists mainly of propane and the other is 50% propane 50% butane.
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