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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LEGAL METROLOGY SYSTEM AND DIRECTIONS OF FUTURE CHANGE

1.
In Hong Kong, different government departments assume different roles which contribute to the operation of the legal metrology system.  The following paragraphs outline the work of Industry Department, Government Laboratory and Customs and Excise Department in the field of legal metrology.

2.
The Industry Department runs the Standards and Calibration Laboratory (SCL), which maintains the primary standards of measurement for Hong Kong, traceable to the National Physical Laboratory of the United Kingdom.  To ensure these primary standards of measurement are in harmony with the primary standards of other countries, SCL has been placing much efforts in:

(a)
active participation as a member of Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP) in the activities organised by it since 1997 and signing the APMP Memorandum of Understanding in 1997

(b)
active participation in international interlaboratory comparison of standards.  SCL is presently involved in several such international comparison projects.  An example is the comparison of the standards of a dew – point hygrometer to measure humidity

(c)
upgrading its measurement standards with the highest accuracies.  An important on-going project is the establishment of the primary standards for electrical resistance, which is expected to be completed by end 1999.

3.
Though Hong Kong does not have pattern approval requirements, SCL provides non-profit-making calibration services to local industries, seeking to ensure that the measurement instruments they use are accurate and traceable to international system of measurement unit.

4.
The Industry Department also provides support to the Secretariat of the Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS).  HOKLAS is one of the first seven members of Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC Multilateral Recognition Arrangement.  HOKLAS has signed mutual recognition agreements with 22 overseas economies, e.g. A2LA of USA and NATA of Australia.  It has also signed an interim bilateral agreement with the European Cooperation for Accreditation. 

5.
The Government Laboratory (GL) provides technical laboratory support to various government departments, including the Customs and Excise Department, in verifying the accuracy of weighing and measuring instruments which are the subject matter of investigation by the departments.  GL maintains working standards of measurement calibrated by SCL.

6.
The Customs and Excise Department is responsible for enforcing the Weights and Measures Ordnance, which regulates the supply of goods (including pre-packed goods) by mass or weight, length, width, height, area, column, capacity or number.  The Ordinance has been drafted on the basis of the recommendations of the International Organisation of Legal Metrology (OIML), of which Hong Kong has been a correspondence member since 1982.  It provides for:

(a)
a uniform system of standards of measurement based on the metric International System of Units and stipulates the units of measurement and weight

(b)
penalties for the fraudulent use of weighing and measuring equipment in trade, and the possession, manufacture, supply and use of equipment which is defective or which indicates any unit of measurement other than a stipulated unit.

7.
Enforcement actions include test-purchases, surprise equipment checks and investigation of complaints.  In 1998, the Customs and Excise Department made more than 570 test-purchases and surprise checks and investigated 270 complaints.  It also prosecuted some 70 traders and issued warnings to some 50 traders for supplying goods short of the quantity purporting to be supplied or possessing for use for trade defective weighing equipment.

8.
The Departments will continue to join efforts in working towards achieving the objectives of the various schemes, systems and international co-operations in the legal metrology field.
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