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During 2000/01 the NSC undertook a major budget review, which resulted in a significant increase in government funding. This has enabled the Commission to implement new strategies and programs. Major new initiatives are as follows.

i. Agreements have been signed with the National Weights and Measures Laboratory (NWML) in the UK and The Netherlands Measurement Institute (NMi) for the mutual acceptance of OIML test reports which conform to recommendations R60 (load cells), R76 (non-automatic weighing instruments) and R117 (fuel dispensers except LPG).  An agreement with Ministry of Consumer Affairs, New Zealand covering R76 will be signed at this APLMF Conference. The basis for confidence in these agreements is the third party accreditation of all parties to ISO 17025.


These agreements will reduce technical barriers to trade between Australia and its major trading partners and should provide Australian customers with greater  product choice and faster access to new technology. These national benefits will outweigh the anticipated reduction in NSC revenue from testing services. 

ii. A government-funded national pattern compliance program has been introduced. This program will systematically audit production instruments to ensure that they are manufactured in accordance with the approved pattern and consistently meet the required performance standards.   An initial pilot study is being undertaken with the voluntary participation of manufacturers, to establish current compliance levels and identify any problem areas.

iii. In consultation with industry stakeholders, national pattern approval standards will be developed for taximeters and police speed measurements. These will be harmonised to OIML standards, and testing facilities will be established within the NSC laboratory for the pattern approval and verification of these instruments. 

Major ongoing activities include:

· the development and delivery of national training programs for trade measurement officers;

· the finalisation of pattern approval standards and the appointment of testing authorities for electricity, gas and water meters;

· the building of a testing facility (at NSC) for compressed natural gas dispensers;

· the establishment of a testing facility (in a police laboratory) for pattern approval of evidential breath analysers;

· review of legal metrology requirements for grain quality measurements.

Regular news updates are provided on our website: www.nsc.gov.au

