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Update on Current Developments in Legal Metrology System 

1. Amendments to Weights and Measures Act 1972

Since the last APLMF Meeting in Taipei (2-4 October 2000) it was noted that the preparation of the National Measurement System Act which is already in the final draft stage will necessitate some major amendments to the existing Weights and Measures Act 1972 and its Regulations. A further study on the scope of the duties of the responsible Ministers for both Acts was also deemed necessary to avoid overlapping of powers in the eventual implementation of the Acts. It is intended that when the proposed amendments to the Weights and Measures Act are completed both the Acts will be tabled simultaneously to the Parliament for approval.

A Technical Committee was formed by the Ministry of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs early this year to discuss and propose the necessary amendments with the objective to streamline the provisions of the said Act with the requirements of the National Measurement System Act. The proposed amendments have been completed and forwarded to the legal authorities for the subsequent legal process.

Principal among the amendments proposed are :

(i) The reverting of the scope of enforcement of the Weights and Measures Act back to measurements for trade purposes.

(ii) The requirement that any measurement made for the purpose of the Weights and Measures Act shall be traceable to national measurement standards maintained by a National Measurement Standards Laboratory established under the National Measurement  System Act.

(iii) Amendment of relevant provisions to enable flexibility of the certification of working standards of weights and measures  by more than one party other than the Custodian of Weights and Measures which could include accredited calibration laboratories.

As a further extension to the amendments of the Weights and Measures Act the Ministry of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs is also looking into the inclusion of a provision under the Act to regulate pre-packed goods. The regulations are now in the process of being drafted.

Pending the finalization of contract details between the government and the private company which has been appointed to undertake the verification of weights, measures and measuring instruments for trade use, and the passing of the amendments of the Weights and Measures Act the Ministry of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs will continue to undertake such responsibilities.

2.
Pattern Approval of Measuring Instruments
For the past year the National Metrology Centre, SIRIM Berhad in its capacity as the Custodian of Weights and Measures has pattern approved a number of petroleum flowmeters used for the purpose of Custody Transfer on the basis of Approval/Test Reports issued by National Metrology Institutes as well as compliance to certain verification tests specified by the National Metrology Centre.

3.
Training Courses Attended

A participant from the National Metrology Centre, SIRIM Berhad attended the Legal Metrology Course which was conducted by the National Weights and Measures Laboratory, UK from 25 June to 13 July, 2001. Another participant from the same organization attended the Train the Trainer Course on Verification of Fuel Dispensers and LPG Dispensers which was organized by APLMF and held from 14 to 23 May, 2001 in Beijing, PR China. 
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