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Following the 2001 conference in Auckland, the NSC and NMIJ worked in close collaboration to transfer the APLMF secretariat function to Japan. This was accomplished with effect from January 2002, and we congratulate Ayako Taniguchi and her team for the excellent service they have provided since taking on this responsibility.

Last year we reported that the NSC had entered into mutual recognition agreements with NWML (UK), NMi (Netherlands) and the Ministry of Consumer Affairs in New Zealand. During the year we have received several applications for approvals under these agreements from manufacturers in Europe and in Australia. The practical implementation of mutual recognition has revealed a number of differences in the way OIML issuing authorities interpret and apply the OIML requirements. There are also differences in methods of testing and in the level of information provided in certificates. We hope to achieve greater uniformity of practice, by working through these issues with the relevant OIML technical committees.  

In June of this year, the NSC signed Memoranda of Understanding on Legal Metrology with AQSIQ in China and with NMIJ in Japan. These Memoranda provide opportunities for cooperative programs, including exchange visits by senior management and technical staff, training courses, and joint projects on topics of mutual interest. We look forward to strengthening our working relationships with AQSIQ and NMIJ, as fellow members of the APLMF.

In Australia, we have now introduced a national pattern compliance program. We have made a complete list of all instruments with current pattern approval certificates, and our aim is to carry out each of the ‘influence factor’ tests on each instrument over a 5 year period.  During this year we have focussed on temperature testing of non-automatic weighing instruments. Early results have shown a significant level of minor failures, and these problems have been referred to manufacturers for remedial action.

We are continuing to prepare for the introduction of legal metrology controls on electricity, gas and water meters. We are also constructing a national testing facility for the pattern approval of compressed natural gas dispensers, and assisting in the establishment of a pattern approval facility for evidential breath analysers. 

In collaboration with trade measurement authorities in Australia, the NSC is progressively producing a new set of uniform test procedures for the verification of trade measuring instruments, and is providing extensive training programs to ensure that these procedures are being followed. Training courses have been developed for verification of non-automatic weighing instruments, and verification of fuel dispensers, and these courses can form part of the ongoing APLMF training program, which is coordinated by NSC. 

