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1. Recent Trends in Metrology

1) Revision of the Measurement Law for Improving Reliability of Metrological Certification
In order to satisfy the increasing metrological needs for very-small-quantity pollutant substances such as dioxin, a new system (MLAP: Measurement Laboratory Accreditation Program) was established under the Measurement Law and has been in force since April 2002.  In addition to inspecting the conventional hardware (measuring instruments) and people (certified measurers), this system examines whether or not process control of the measurement system is appropriately performed, and it allows only accredited calibration laboratories to register for business to improve the reliability of measurement certification.  

2) Review the Period of Validity of Verification

The period of validity of verification for the specified measuring instruments under the Measurement Law had been reviewed through 1997 into 2001, according to “Deregulation Promotion Program” that was endorsed by the Cabinet in March 1997.  

As a result, the period of validity of verification was extended for many specified measuring instruments.  

3) Accommodation to On-line Processing of Administrative Procedures　(since June 2001)

Improvement of Law concerning on-line processing of administrative procedures is now in progress in accordance with “e-Japan” project.  It has been in preparation that all applications and notifications can be completed practically on Internet by the earliest possible time in 2003. The operation corresponding to this is in progress within the Measurement Law. 

4) Review of Technical Requirements of the Measurement Law

In view of rationalization of technical requirement and accommodation to technical progress of measuring instrument, the period of validity of verification has been reviewed.  Also, in view of the speed-up for reviewing of technical requirement and international conformity, standardization of technical requirement of the Measurement Law as the Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS)  is under examination as well. 

5) Policy Evaluations

“The Law about the Evaluation of Policy which Governmental Agency Performs” has been in force since April 1st 2002.  The purpose of this law is to help governmental agencies to promote their activities effectively and efficiently, and to fulfill their duty to explain to the public . Governmental agencies shall grasp the effect of this policy, and are expected to evaluate themselves and reflect on their policy adequately with the view of necessity, efficiency and effectiveness. Also concerning the measurement administration, the five years interim target and annual report are prepared based on this law and the accomplishment will be reviewed and published every year since 2002.   

2. International Cooperation in Metrology

1) Bilateral MoU
A revised Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the National Metrology Institute of Japan (NMIJ) and Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB), Germany, for the Mutual Recognition of the Pattern Approval Tests.  The results of such tests should conform to the OIML recommendation R76 (non-automatic weighing instruments, NAWIs).    Also the revised MoU to cover R76 for NAWIs and R117 for Fuel Dispensers for Motor Vehicles was signed between NMIJ and the Netherlands Measurement Institute (NMi), and NMIJ signed the revised MoU for NAWIs with Agency for Technology and Standards(ATS) in Korea. 

In June 2002, the NMIJ signed another kind of MoU with National Standards Commission(NSC) Australia for general collaboration in legal metrology, including exchange of technical staffs, information for technical procedures and so on.
2) Technical Cooperation under JICA projects

The NMIJ is cooperating with Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and Paraguay towards establishment of their metrology institutes and systems. Now, the NMIJ/AIST is an Independent Administrative Agency (IAA) and may contract with JICA directly.  The project "to establish new NMI in Thailand" is the first project for the AIST, including direct contract with JICA. 

On the other hand, the NMIJ has been arranging training course in Legal Metrology for six foreign trainees every year. For the last 10 years, the NMIJ has accepted trainees from all over the world. However, we plan to concentrate these activities for Asian countries for the next five years.  The new proposal was submitted to the government and under evaluation process in the government.

3. Recent Technical Activities in the NMIJ

1) OIML certification and quality system

The NMIJ has arranged the quality system of pattern approval tests in two fields, to satisfy the OIML recommendation R76 (non-automatic weighing instruments, NAWIs) and R118 (Fuel Dispensers for Motor vehicles). Now, the NMIJ is registered at OIML as issuing authority of OIML certificates for these two fields.
2) Quality system

For these 2-3 years, the NMIJ has been in process to establish the quality system, which satisfies ISO/IEC 17025, for all of calibration services and pattern approval tests.  For calibration services, it is expected to complete most of these processes until 2003 and for pattern approval tests within 2 years. 
In order to enhance international transparency, the calibration services have been in process of accreditation by the National Institute of Testing and Evaluation (NITE: national accreditation body) and peer review by foreign NMIs, according with the CIPM-MRA on the metrology standards. The NMIJ will apply the similar process to the pattern approval tests, while bilateral peer review has been done for each of bilateral MoU with three countries.

4. One Century Celebration of the NMIJ

The NMIJ will celebrate 100 years anniversary of Japanese NMI in 2003.  

In this year, the main ceremony will be held on May 20 in Tokyo, where a symposium titled "Role of NMI, Vision & Management" is planned.  
Also, the NMIJ will host 10th JCRB in March and two seminars will be held in this occasion:
March 　3, 4
10th JCRB  

5
Seminar 1 "the CIPM-MRA"

Seminar 2 "New Fields of Metrology Standards"
The NMIJ is planning four legal metrology activities in Kyoto as below,
Oct. 
30, 31
APLMF Symposium

Traceability in Legal Metrology" partly subsidized by the APEC-TILF

Nov.  
1
ASEAN-ACCSQ/WGLM

2 – 4
10th APLMF

5 – 8
CIML meeting.
The NMIJ welcomes all APLMF colleagues to join these activities.
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