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During the year 2002, the metrology administration of the Chinese government carried out the following 5 major activities in its work of legal metrology:

1. Metrological rectification of the markets. In China, since the peddlers move very often, it is very common that the measuring instruments of some peddlers evade verification or self-adjust after verification. In 2002, AQSIQ encouraged the law enforcers from all levels of government administration throughout the country to put in order the measuring instrument fraud of all the spring scales, electronic billing scales and scales that are used by the market peddlers. The inspection rate has increased from 62.9% to 86%. The main objective is to establish a supervision mechanism on the 2,580,000measuring instrument used by the 31000 market peddlers by implementing the Regulation of metrological supervision on supermarkets, to reduce the complaints and metrological disputes of consumers, and to upgrade the credibility of peddlers. This rectification work is to finish by the end of the year.

2. Rectification of the gas stations. The measurement problem of the filling (petrol or gas) stations is a quite common complaint of Chinese consumers. In 2002, AQSIQ has also encouraged the law enforcers from all levels of government administration throughout the country to inspect the 290000 dispensers of 80000 filling (petrol or gas) stations. In Guangdong and Sichuan, some fraud cases by means of computers were caught on site. Analysis shows that some traditional methods such as destroying the seals or replacing the gears of the calculator have been kept under control. Fraud is more disguised by replacing the chips or adjusting the calculating parameters. Based on results of the inspection, we will take measures in the management of type approval, metrological verification, and repairing, speed up the research and promote the anti-fraud technology for electronic dispensers.

3. Metrological supervision on the net weight of pre-packaged goods. In the year 2002, AQSIQ organized focused inspection on the net content of 11 categories of pre-packaged goods including tea, wine, beverages, detergent and cosmetics in 15 cities including Beijing and Shanghai, the activity is still going on. In the meanwhile, we are undertaking a pilot program of “C” labeling all over the country. To date 25 big-scale enterprises have adopted “C” label on their pre-packaged products.

4. Authorization of metrological verification bodies. In accordance with the special requirements for the metrological verification bodies in enforcing the legal verification, AQSIQ has formulated technical specification against the ISO/IEC 17025. In 2002, 38 government-established metrological verification bodies above provincial level have been examined and government certificates were issued to those that conformed to the specification. Objectives are: 1) set up and normalize quality management system; 2) authorization gradually replaces establishment and gradually open to the public metrological verification bodies; 3) get ready for the international mutual recognition in the future.

