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Earlier this year, the Australian government announced that the National Standards Commission, the CSIRO National Measurement Laboratory and the Australian Government Analytical Laboratories would be amalgamated to form the National Measurement Institute (NMI). The NMI will be part of the Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources, and will commence operations from 1st July 2004. The existing functions and staff of the three merging organisations will be transferred to the NMI and the headquarters will be at the National Measurement Laboratory in Lindfield, Sydney. We anticipate that the NSC operations will be relocated to that site within 2 years. 

This amalgamation has the support of all three organisations, as it will provide greater opportunities for collaboration between experts in physical, chemical, biological and legal metrology, and will help to create a stronger profile for metrology within government, industry and the community. 

A website has already been established for the NMI at: www.measurement.gov.au. Members may be interested to monitor progress via this site. At the next APLMF Conference, Australia will be represented at this forum by the NMI.  Whilst we cannot make any commitments on behalf of the new management, we expect that the NMI will continue the role played by NSC in supporting the work of the APLMF and providing training programs in the region. 

In collaboration with trade measurement authorities in Australia, the NSC is progressively producing a new set of uniform test procedures for the verification of trade measuring instruments, and is providing national training programs to ensure that these procedures are being followed. This year, the new test procedures for the verification of fuel and LPG dispensers were finalised, and training materials have been developed to cover these procedures. Training has been delivered in Australia, and in Hanoi for APLMF.
Australia has continued to expand its pattern approval testing capabilities and facilities.

· This year, systems have been put in place for the metrological control of grain protein measuring instruments, including the publication of an Australian pattern approval standard. 

· A national flow measurement facility for Compressed Natural Gas has been under development for some years, and has recently been commissioned at the NSC. 

· In a joint project between the NSC and the Victoria Police Laboratory, equipment has been designed and constructed for the pattern approval testing of evidential breath analysers (EBAs), and the first approvals are expected to be granted by early 2004. 

· With the planned introduction of legal metrology requirements for EBAs, it has been necessary to ensure that aqueous ethanol solutions used by police services can be legally traceable to an Australian standard based on SI units of measurement. This pioneering work was conducted through a collaboration between NSC and the National Analytical Reference Laboratory, and will be reported separately at the APLMF Symposium on Traceability in Legal Metrology.

