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Introduction
This paper outlines some of the recent developments in the field of metrology in the kingdom of Cambodia. The Dept. of Metrology was established by Sub decree No. 35 AK/PK dated April 26, 1999. The functions allocated to the Dept are as follows:

Implementation of the National Metrology Policy and issue of documents concerning manufacture, use, import-export and repair of equipment used for measurement;

a) Custody and maintenance of secondary measurement standards;

b) Pattern approval and verification of measuring instruments;

c) Training of metrology staff;

d) Maintenance of industrial and legal metrology laboratories; and

e) Establishment of relations with international organizations dealing with metrology.

The department has commenced some of the above activities and has requested assistance from international agencies to establish industrial and legal metrology laboratories. As a result the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the German national laboratory, PTB has started technical assistance programs.

UNIDO assistance 

Under the UNIDO technical assistance program funded by the Government of Austria and Norway, the Dept will receive metrology equipment valued at USD 265 000 in the fields of length, mass, and temperature. This equipment also contains a component to improve the legal metrology service in the provinces. In addition an international metrology expert has been assigned to assist in these activities. The expert has visited the country twice and identified the equipment and training components. The equipment is being ordered by UNIDO in Vienna.

A building belonging to the department is being upgraded to house the new equipment. The staff will also be trained both internally and externally.  It is expected that these developments will be completed by the end of 2004. 

PTB assistance

The German national metrology laboratory, PTB, under its technical assistance program for developing countries has agreed to provide the Dept. with metrology equipment mainly in the areas of mass and volume. A technical expert visited Cambodia, and has identified the equipment that will be provided. It is expected that these equipment will also be in place by middle 2004.  

Dimensional equipment from Mitutoyo Pte,Ltd. Singapore
The department of Metrology received dimensional measuring equipment valued at USD 140,000 from Mitutoyo Asia Pacific Pte, Ltd. Singapore. This equipment has been housed in a laboratory modified for the purpose.

Mitutoyo Ltd. also provided training in the use of the equipment by sending one engineer from Mitutoyo of Singapore. It is expected that this dimensional laboratory will be utilized by Cambodian companies for calibration of their instruments in the near future.

Metrology law

The only legislation relating to metrology in Cambodia is the Sub Decree indicated in section 1. It has been the experience of the Dept. of Metrology, that this sub decree is inadequate   for full enforcement of legal metrology requirements. Hence a new metrology law is being drafted with technical assistance from the UNIDO program. The new law is expected to define legal units of measurements as well as give wider powers to the Dept. for enforcement. 
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