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Report from Australia
1 Formation of National Measurement Institute
From 1 July 2004 the National Measurement Institute has been formed by amalgamation of the former National Standards Commission,  the CSIRO National Measurement Laboratory and the Australian Government Analytical Laboratory. The NMI is responsible for establishing and maintaining Australia’s units and standards of measurement and it coordinates Australia’s national measurement system. The Chief Executive Officer of the new body is Dr Barry Inglis who was the former Director of the National Measurement Laboratory. 
2 National Trade Measurement

While the Commonwealth government has constitutional responsibility for measurement in Australia, State and Territory governments have traditionally maintained and administered trade measurement legislation. In 1990 uniform model trade measurement legislation was introduced but this suffered from lack of synchronicity in introduction and amendment. Additionally there has been non uniformity in interpretation and administration of the legislation.  In 2003 an intergovernmental working group was established to consider models for national legislation and this year a separate working group was established to draft national core trade measurement legislation.
3 Quality Measurements

Trade measurement controls are now being introduced for wheat protein measurements. One instrument has been approved and applications are now being received from other instrument manufacturers.  All instruments currently in use in the field have been “grandfathered” so as not to cause any disruptions in grain marketing.  The NMI has also produced a first draft of a national standard for measuring instruments for the sugar concentration of grape must.  This is based on OIML R 124 (Refractometers for the measurement of the sugar content of grape musts) but has been generalised to be technologically non-specific. Both of these innovations stem from friction between buyers and sellers.  Recently there have also been complaints receive by trade measurement authorities about CCS (commercial cane sugar) measurements at sugar refineries.
4 Regulatory Measurements

Measurement controls have now been introduced for breath alcohol measuring instruments in Australia. In addition, recent evidence of inaccurate police speed measurements has provided the catalyst for the NMI to liaise with State government authorities about evidential speed measurements.  The Australasian Police Ministers Forum has now established an inter-jurisdictional working group, including the NMI, to develop a metrological control system for these measurements.
