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Country Report

METROLOGY OF CAMBODIA
(Recent and near future activities)
1-History
- 1964 establishment of the National Service of Weights and Measures, under the Ministry 
   of Industry
- 1975-1979 Cambodia was under the genocidal regime, no activities
- 1995 Re-establishment of Weights and Measures Unit, under the Technical Department of 
   the Ministry of Industry, Mines and Energy (MIME)
- 1999 The Weights and Measures Unit upgraded to the Department of Metrology (DoM)
- 2000 Became the Corresponding Member of the International Organization of Legal 
   Metrology (OIML)


- 2002 Became the Full Member of the Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)
2-Law and Regulation

The Department of Metrology (DoM) was in operation based on:
· Circular No 03 DT/PMC dated on October 06th 1995.

· Sub-degree No 35 AK/PK dated on April 26th 1999, of the Royal Government of Cambodia, defining on the organization and functioning of MIME.

· Prakas No 154 P/PK dated on March 14th 2000 of MIME, defining the organization and functioning of the Department of Metrology.

· Decision No 03 DM/DCS dated on January 11th 2000 of MIME, defining the responsibility of the Department of Metrology and Office of Metrology.
Referring to the Law on “Management of Quality and Safety of Products and Services”, effective in June 21st, 2000, some article expressed the need to have a sub-degree to ensure the functioning of the metrology services there are:.

Article No.16, 21, and 59 of the Law have to ensure:

· “Identify, type, nature, place of origin, physical and nutritional quality, contents and quantity”

· “Measuring instruments used for producing or commercializing the products”

·  “Regulation concerning to the measuring instruments and their certification” 
And some articles concerned to the control, laboratory testing to meet the requirements as prescribed by the Law. 
3-Role of Department of Metrology

According to the Sub-degree No 35 AK/PK dated on April 26th, 1999 of the Royal Government of Cambodia, on the functions, it allocated to the Department of Metrology as follows:

· Implementation of the National Metrology Policy and act as issuing authority body for issuing the documents concerning to manufacture, use, import-export and repair of the measuring instruments.
· Custodian and maintenance of the Secondary Standard.

· Pattern approval and verification of the measuring instruments.

· Review the need, establishment the work plan and monitoring the implementation.

· Dissemination and improve the national technology of metrology.

· Organization the training on metrology.

· Maintenance of industrial and legal metrology laboratories; and
· Establishment of relations with the International Organization dealing with metrology.

4-Action Plan

In view to improve the metrology services, it requires to lay out the framework. In Cambodia, the metrology management is in the first stage of experience. In order to promote the metrology and focus on the expansion of metrology infrastructures include documentation and materials. According to our need, we have set up the action plan (2004-2008) as follows:

· 2004 establishment of the National Laboratory, and 

               the Regional Verification Center No. 2
· 2005 establishment of the Regional Verification Center No. 3 and No. 4

· 2006 establishment of the Regional Verification Center No. 5.

· 2008 establishment of the Regional Verification Center No. 1.

5-Recent Development
A-Metrology Law

The only specific legislation relating to metrology in Cambodia is the Sub-degree No 35 AK/PK dated on April 26th 1999 which indicated in the article 10. It has been the experience of the Department of Metrology that this Sub-degree is inadequate for full enforcement of legal metrology requirement. Hence a new metrology law drafted with technical assistance from the UNIDO and now is on discussion. We expect that the metrology law will finish in 2005.
B-Standardization
Department of Metrology has established the National Metrology Laboratory (NML). The NML acts as the custodian of the National Standard of all kinds measuring instruments. This NML consist many divisions namely Mass, Volume, Temperature, Pressure-Force, Dimensional and Electricity lab. The NML‘s building will be completed its construction in 2005. We received some metrology equipment from the UNIDO Project (Mekong Delta Countries). Apart from this, the German National Metrology Laboratory, PTB, under its technical assistance program for developing countries will provide some metrology equipment in the field of mass and volume and will be equipped into the PTB-DM/MIME Metrology Verification Room of Department of Metrology.
C-Regional Verification Center

We have set up the Regional Verification Center (RVC) Project as the legal metrology infrastructure. The Regional Verification Center acts as the custodian of the Working Standard of all kinds measuring instruments. The Regional Verification Center combined some provinces and cities. All provinces and cities have metrology offices as the branch offices of RVC and they are responsible for inspection and verification of measuring instruments in their local. We assume that the VRC and their head offices at:

1- Regional Verification Center No. 01, Location in Phnom Penh       (02 provinces/cities)
2- Regional Verification Center No. 02, Location in Sihanouk Ville   (06 provinces/cities)
3- Regional Verification Center No. 03, Location in Battambang        (08 provinces/cities)
4- Regional Verification Center No. 04, Location in Kampong Cham (04 provinces/cities)
5- Regional Verification Center No. 05, Location in Ratanakiri           (04 provinces/cities)
The Regional Verification Center No. 02 (Location in Sihanouk Ville) will be supported by New Zealand, and for the Regional Verification Center No. 03 (Location in Battambang), will be submitted to the Bagan Plan of CLMT for technical assistance. The rest of them we are looking for the assistance from the international agencies.
We established RVCs in order to implement effectively our tasks and be closed to the production bases, because RVCs close to the boundary of neighboring countries and to be used for import-export purpose.

On the other hand, it will be used for the free trade to remove the technical barriers to trade, and for follow up the policy platform of the Government of Cambodia on the decentralization of management of metrology.
6-International Relations and Cooperation

The present achievement of metrology in Cambodia is depended on; 
-Firstly the support from PTB, 
-Second is UNIDO. UNIDO helped to lay out the top institution task. 
-Third is New Zealand. New Zealand helped to study and establishes the RVC number 02. 
-Lastly, we cooperated with CLMT and CLMV plan for promoting the legal metrology.

For Cambodia, as Corresponding Member of OIML, we received technical and administrative support, and documentations. And as Full member of APLMF, we direct contacted dealing to technical assistance, human resource development, bi-lateral assistance among counties member, Regional Organization of Metrology and RIM.  Now we are preparing to enter APMP for the work of inter-comparison in legal metrology which will be supported by PTB. 
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