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Current Developments in Legal Metrology Systems

1.  Considerations for amendment of Measurement Law
The Measurement Law, which is the basis of the legal metrology system in Japan, was enacted in 1951 and fully amended in 1993.  More than ten years have passed since the current law came into force and it is therefore necessary to design a new legal metrology system in order to internationalize the system in response to the globalization of economic activities, to meet new social demands such as environmental and medical measurements, and to increase the efficiency of the enforcement system of the law. The discussions to review the current system have just been started. 
International Metrology Activities

2. Various Events held in Kyoto in November 2003
The year 2003 was the centennial of the beginning of modern national metrology activities in Japan, followed by inauguration of the Central Inspection Institute of Weights and Measures.  In this significant year, Japan hosted the 38th Meeting of the International Committee of Legal Metrology (CIML), the first time for this meeting to be held in Japan, and the Tenth Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) in November, in Kyoto.  
Along with these international Conferences, the All-Japan Metrology Congress, which included a ceremony awarding honors to distinguished people and related events such as commemorative lectures, and the Measurement Administration Council Meeting, which is prescribed in the Measurement Law, were also held in Kyoto at the same time. Some 150 people from 53 countries participated in the CIML Meeting and more than 70 people from 24 countries participated in APLMF. Moreover, there were 320 participants, twice the usual numbers, in the All-Japan Metrology Congress, which featured special lectures by participants in the international conference.

These intensive events contributed greatly to promoting recognition of the importance of international legal metrology.    

3. Response for International Harmonization 
A special Response Committee, which consists of people from related Ministries, industries and academia, was established in Japan to contribute to the process of implementing the OIML Recommendation. This committee deals with development of international standards by sending representatives to the Technical Committee and Sub-Committee of OIML, discussing Japan’s comments on inquiries from TC/SC, and performing research on the situation of each country.

Recently, a Japanese delegation participated in the following meetings of TC/SC
	2003
	September
	TC13 (measuring instruments for acoustics vibration)

	
	October
	A joint meeting of TC8/SC3 and TC8/SC4 (dynamic volume measurement: liquids other than water)

	
	October
	TC8/SC5 (water meters)

	
	October
	TC17/SC1 (humidity)

	2004
	March
	TC12/R46 (active electrical energy meters for direct connection of Class 2)

	
	Ｍａｙ
	TC17/SC8(instruments for quality analysis of agricultural products)

	
	September
	TC3/SC4 (extension of the period of validity of verification of utility meters)

	
	September
	TC17/SC1 (humidity)


The Committee dispatched experts to Sweden and the Netherlands to research the specified commodities system and the approval system for packaged goods in Europe.                 
4. Technical Cooperation in Metrology
　　Japan　has provided following programs to progress Legal Metrology system in Asia-Pacific countries.
(1)  JICA Training Program 

The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) has provided training courses in the field of measurement standards and legal metrology over 30 years under the JICA scheme. A total of 392 trainees were invited to Japan from various countries and participated in the training courses.  From last year, a new training course, “Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology System Course,” which specified the importance of the region, was established.   
Nine trainees from Asian countries participated in the 2004 training course for around three months from the beginning of June to the beginning of September. The National Metrology Institute of Japan (NMIJ/AIST) organized this training course with the cooperation of verification centers of local governments and related industries.    
(2) Seminars on metrology standards 

AIST (National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology) organized seminars on metrology in Bangkok, in cooperation with the JICA/NIMT (Thailand) project for people in the metrology field from ASEAN countries.  In January and February of this year, five-day seminars which focused on wavelength, electricity, acoustics, and three-dimension coordinate measurement were held.   Four-day seminars, focusing on hardness standards, electrical standards, and chemical standards are scheduled for next January in Bangkok.     
(3)Technical training on humidity
AIST held a training course on the traceability of grain moisture meters for participants from Asian countries from August 30 to September 10, 2004 in Vietnam.  Another training course on humidity will be held by AIST in Thailand this November.     

(4) Seminars on traceability of non-contacting body thermometers
AIST plans to hold seminars on traceability of non-contacting body thermometers for participants from Asian countries from October 26 to 27, 2004 in Vietnam. 
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