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Report from Australia
1 The National Measurement Institute
Australia’s National Measurement Institute has now been in operation for 16 months and is bedding down well. One of the key objectives of the NMI is to promote the importance of measurement to underpin innovation and technological development. To that end the Chief Executive Officer, Dr Barry Inglis, is holding a series of meetings with government stakeholders to identify synergies and opportunities for collaboration. 
2 Regulatory Measurements

In the absence of progress from traffic speed regulators to develop appropriate metrological control systems for their speed measurements, the NMI has responded to community concerns by calling a meeting of traffic regulators from all jurisdictions. The aim of the meeting will be to convince the regulators of the need to embrace a national system for the metrological control of their measurements to ensure that they are fit for purpose.
3 Quality Measurements

Final arrangements are now being made for the introduction of trade measurement controls for grain protein measurements.

· The instruments being used have now been approved or “grandfathered”,

· Uniform test procedures have been developed that embrace both networked and stand-alone instruments,
· A calibration infrastructure has been developed that will generate certified reference materials for trade measurement purposes, and

· The laboratories taking part in the calibration infrastructure are all NATA accredited or well-advanced in seeking NATA accreditation.

Similar work is being undertaken with the wine industry over their grape sugar and red grape colour measurements.

Several meeting have now been held with cane sugar industry representatives about CCS (commercial cane sugar) measurements that are used for trade at sugar refineries. Some initial work has been done on the development of controls.
4 Trade Measurement Harmonisation and National Trade Measurement

The harmonisation of trade measurement within Australian State and Territory jurisdictions is achieved through the Trade Measurement Advisory Committee (TMAC) which is an advisory committee of the Standing Committee of Officials of Consumer Affairs (SCOCA). TMAC is currently chaired by the NMI.

SCOCA has agreed to fund a consultancy to examine the options for a national system of trade measurement. However there has been considerable delay in the selection of a suitable consultant.
5 Development of Uniform Test Procedures

A considerable effort has gone into the development of uniform test procedures for the verification, certification and in-service inspection of various classes of instruments used for trade. At present a training program is being developed for automatic weighing instruments.
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