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Measurement Canada
Canada assumes the OIML Presidency 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1On October 29, 2004, Mr. Alan E. Johnston, President of Measurement Canada, was elected President of the Organisation Internationale de Métrologie Légale (OIML) at its conference in Berlin, Germany. 

The OIML is an intergovernmental treaty organization established to promote worldwide standardization of laws and regulations relating to measuring instruments and procedures. Measurement Canada has been the official Canadian representative on the International Committee of Legal Metrology (CIML) since 1982.

The first non-European president in the OIML’s nearly fifty year history, Mr. Johnston’s six year term began in June 2005 at the CIML meeting in Lyon, France.

Measurement Canada’s fluid and gas laboratories designation as national primary facility

In line with Canada’s plan to have Measurement Canada's fluid and gas laboratories designated as a "national facility" by the National Research Council, Measurement Canada is developing the quality assurance documentation required to meet the ISO standard 17025 for testing and calibration laboratories.

Marketplace Monitoring Program for Electricity Sector 

Measurement Canada has  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1developed  a comprehensive web-based reporting system that is used by MC Officials, authorized service providers (organizations authorized to perform inspection on Measurement Canada’s behalf), and by public and private electricity utilities to report specific information to Measurement Canada.  This system allows Measurement Canada to monitor the inspection and investigation work that is performed, the accuracy of meters, and to target its own inspection and investigation activities.

Canadian Guidelines for Farm Tank Installation, Use and Calibration Relative to Measurement

As a result of Measurement Canada's Dairy Trade Sector Review, it was agreed that representatives from the Dairy Farm Tank Industry would develop, with the assistance of Measurement Canada, guidelines for the installation, use and calibration of dairy farm tanks.  The guidelines were finalized and issued in June 2005.
Trade Sector Reviews - Defining the Desired Level of Metrological Controls and Government Intervention Required by Canadians
In 1999, Measurement Canada (MC) began the review of its intervention and programs through a major consultative exercise nationwide.  Measurement Canada has divided the marketplace into 39 trade sectors where trade measurement is taking place.  

After extensive consultations with industry, industrial customers, consumer associations, and other stakeholders, Measurement Canada has completed the review of the following 8 sectors:

· Electricity (2001)

· Downstream Petroleum (2002)

· Natural Gas (2002)

· Retail Food (2003)

· Dairy (2003)

· Upstream Petroleum (2004)

· Retail Petroleum (2004)

· Water Distribution (2004)

Presently, the review of the forestry and logging industry and of the fish and fish products industry is being carried-out and recommendations are expected for February 2007.
Through the implementation of trade sector review recommendations, Measurement Canada is modifying its level of intervention, programs, and requirements to best address the needs of Canadians.

In general, consumers have clearly expressed the need for government intervention to ensure accurate measurement.  The mandatory inspection of measuring devices on an-going basis (e.g. every year or two years) has been requested and consumers have accepted that these inspections be performed by private organizations provided that they are recognized and monitored by Measurement Canada.  Such mandatory inspections have also been requested by commercial and industrial customers.  However, a lower level of intervention has been requested in some sectors for transactions involving large companies that have the expertise and resources to ensure accurate measurement (e.g. custody transfer of natural gas, petroleum, etc.).

Marketplace monitoring programs are being developed or expanded in trade sectors where Measurement Canada’s intervention is supported by Canadians.

Regulations for Water Meters

As result of the water distribution industry sector review, Measurement Canada is developing, in cooperation with industry, requirements for water meters based on OIML R-49 and AWWA standards.  Measurement Canada is presently working on the first phase of this multi-year project which is to establish the Canadian type approval requirements and program.

New Sampling Plans and Statistical Methods

In cooperation with the industry,  Measurement Canada has revised Canadian requirements for the acceptance sampling sampling of electricity and natural gas meters.   The new regulatory requirements have been developed based on the ISO 2859 series of sampling inspection standards. They are designated as follows:

PS-S-02: Sampling Plans for Isolated Lot Inspection

PS-S-03: Sampling Schemes for Lot-by-Lot Inspection of a Continuing Series of Lots

PS-S-02 adopts international standard ISO 2859-2:1985 as its basis and applies to meters presented for inspection in the form of isolated lots. This scenario typically occurs where an organization occasionally purchases a few lots of homogeneous meters throughout the year and chooses to verify the meters itself under its accredited quality management system.

PS-S-03 adopts international standard ISO 2859-1:1999 as its basis and applies to meters presented for inspection in the form of a continuing series of lots. This scenario typically occurs at the meter manufacturing level where customer orders are received on a regular basis in terms of homogeneous lots with sizes ranging from one meter to several thousand meters at a time, and production is relatively steady as a result. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Regulatory Requirements for the certification of low pressure natural gas measuring apparatus 

Measurement Canada has developed specifications applicable to the certification of low pressure measuring apparatus and turbine provers specifically.
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