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1. Incorporating Technical Standards for Measuring Instruments into the JIS

The government coordinates studies to make all technical standards, which are defined in the Measurement Law presently, endorsed by the corresponding items in JIS (Japanese Industrial Standards). In this way, it makes it easier for the national legal metrology system to keep up with the technical progress in measuring instruments and thus accelerate the process of revising the technical standards. Moreover, the studies encourage the implementation of the international recommendations for measuring instruments in legal metrology. 
2. Response for international harmonization

As the globalization of economic activities proceeds, the international harmonization in the field of metrology system, including the technical standard, has become a fundamental subject to those who involve in metrology. Japan has been actively participating in the OIML activities as an international cooperation body in the legal metrology. Japan sent a delegation to the 40th CIML Meeting in June 2005 held in Lyon, France.

3. Strategic Plan of NMIJ for the Next Five Years

NMIJ (National Metrology Institute of Japan) has developed about 360 measurement standards and also established many testing procedures and quality systems for legal metrology according to the first four-year plan for the first term from 2001.  At the beginning of the second five-year term, it has worked out a strategic plan for the next five years on the basis of the previous plan and achievement.
Some main objects of the plan for NMIJ are:

1. to develop and disseminate highly demanded measurement standards to boost Japanese industry and ensure our safety of life. 
2. to promote international recognition of measurement standards and measuring instruments through global competition and cooperation with an emphasis on strengthening relationship with Asian countries.

3. to support training specialists needed in the field of metrology over Japan and foreign countries. 

Although the strategic plan will be reviewed and revised yearly, the activity of NMIJ will be expected to go along based on the present plan. 
4. Other Topical Activities in Metrology 

1)
NMIJ has begun to issue OIML Certificates for the OIML R60 (load cells) and R115 (clinical electrical thermometers with maximum device). 

2)
METI (Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry) and NMIJ have conducted several training courses and seminars in cooperation with JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency), JSA (Japanese Standards Association) and AOTS (Association for Overseas Technical Scholarship). METI and NMIJ also supported the training courses conducted by APLMF/APEC.
3)
METI and NMIJ support the Secretariat of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum and also support the secretariat of the Asia Pacific Metrology Program.
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