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2006 Economy Report - Australia
1 National Trade Measurement
Without doubt, the most significant development this year has been the progress toward a national system of trade measurement. Following a review by the Productivity Commission on reducing the regulatory burden for small business, the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) requested the responsible Ministerial Council to prepare a case for a national system of trade measurement.  An independent consultant has now completed a study that recommends a national system. Currently, a regulatory impact statement is being prepared to accompany the report to COAG. 
2 NMI Type Approval Facilities

With the integration of legal into the NMI, the type approval facilities were place temporarily into storage until adequate accommodation could be prepared at Lindfield.  Currently the staff are moving into permanent offices and the equipment is being installed. The  flow-metering facility is being installed at another site because of the associated hazards.
3 MAA Participation

The NMI has signed both MAAs (R60 and R76) as an issuing authority.  
4 Utility Metering

A Commonwealth Minister has been given the task of overseeing a national water initiative.  This involves metering of water for agricultural purposes.  The NMI has signed a contract with the National Water Commission for the development by the NMI of national standards and test procedures for open channel and closed channel agricultural water meters. 
5 Regulatory Measurements

The NMI is now working with the traffic regulatory agencies to develop a national standard for traffic speed measuring instruments.  Two working groups have been formed to address the national standard and the preparation of the necessary calibration infrastructure.
6 Quality Measurements

The NMI is about to engage with the wine industry over their grape sugar and red grape colour measurements. 
Several meeting have now been held with cane sugar industry representatives about CCS (commercial cane sugar) measurements that are used for trade at sugar refineries. Some initial work has been done on the development of controls.
7 Trade Measurement Harmonisation and National Trade Measurement

The harmonisation of trade measurement within Australian State and Territory jurisdictions is achieved through the Trade Measurement Advisory Committee (TMAC) which is an advisory committee of the Standing Committee of Officials of Consumer Affairs (SCOCA). TMAC is currently chaired by the NMI.

8 Development of Uniform Test Procedures

A considerable effort has gone into the development of uniform test procedures (UTPs) for the verification, certification and in-service inspection of various classes of instruments used for trade. At present a UTP for the testing of wine glasses is being developed that would recognise the in-production quality testing by manufacturers.
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