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Measurement Canada
Trade Sector Reviews - Defining the Desired Level of Metrological Controls and Government Intervention Required by Canadians
In 1999, Measurement Canada (MC) began the review of its intervention and programs through a major consultative exercise nationwide.  Measurement Canada has divided the marketplace into 39 trade sectors where trade measurement is taking place.  

After extensive consultations with industry, industrial customers, consumer associations, and other stakeholders, Measurement Canada has completed the review of the following 8 sectors:

· Electricity (2001)

· Downstream Petroleum (2002)

· Natural Gas (2002)

· Retail Food (2003)

· Dairy (2003)

· Upstream Petroleum (2004)

· Retail Petroleum (2004)

· Water Distribution (2004)

Presently, the review of the forestry and logging industry and of the fish and fish products industry is being carried-out and recommendations are expected for February 2007.
Through the implementation of trade sector review recommendations, Measurement Canada is modifying its level of intervention, programs, and requirements to best address the needs of Canadians.

In general, consumers have clearly expressed the need for government intervention to ensure accurate measurement.  The mandatory inspection of measuring devices on an-going basis (e.g. every year or two years) has been requested and consumers have accepted that these inspections be performed by private organizations provided that they are recognized and monitored by Measurement Canada.  Such mandatory inspections have also been requested by commercial and industrial customers.  However, a lower level of intervention has been requested in some sectors for transactions involving large companies that have the expertise and resources to ensure accurate measurement (e.g. custody transfer of natural gas, petroleum, etc.).

Marketplace monitoring programs are being developed or expanded in the above trade sectors.  

Legislative Review

Measurement Canada has initiated the revision of the two acts that it administers: the Weights and Measures Act and the Electricity and Gas Inspection Act.  This very important initiative is intended to address several needs, including the following:
· Allow for a more timely adoption of international standards (i.e. OIML, ISO)
· Regulate water meters as an utility meter (i.e. not as scales, or fuel dispensers)

· Provides more flexibility in the administration of programs to authorize service providers to perform work on behalf of Measurement Canada

· Introduce legal obligation for device owners to have their measuring devices inspected within established periods
Regulations for Water Meters

As result of the water distribution industry sector review, Measurement Canada is developing, in cooperation with industry, requirements for water meters based on OIML R-49 and AWWA (American Water and Waterworks association) standards.  Measurement Canada is presently working on the first phase of this multi-year project which is to establish the Canadian type approval requirements and program.
New Sampling Plan for the Verification of Electricity and Gas Meters
In cooperation with the industry,  Measurement Canada has revised Canadian requirements for the acceptance sampling sampling of electricity and natural gas meters.   The new regulatory requirements have been developed based on the ISO 2859 series of sampling inspection standards and incorporate requirements for the determination of uncertainties, for the degree of deviation from the target calibration point (MADT), and includes narrow-gauging requirements that allow for a reduction of sample sizes when high level of quality is demonstrated.
Vapour Study and Changes to the Method for Inspecting Retail Fuel Dispensers for Motor Vehicles
A comprehensive study was conducted in 2005 and 2006 to evaluate the effect of gasoline evaporation when conducting inspection of fuel dispenser using an open 20-litre prover.  The conclusion report has recently been issued by Measurement Canada and confirms that the amount of evaporation is significant and varies depending on the environmental conditions (i.e. temperature, wind, humidity).  Consequently, Measurement Canada will establish, at the end of 2006, new requirements, policies, and an action plan to implement the required changes.  It is expected that most of the physical standards currently used by Measurement Canada and industry will have to be modified or replaced with standards of a new design to minimize the impact of fuel evaporation on the calibration and inspection of fuel dispensers.
Participation in Type Approval MAA and MRA
Canada has signed the OIML MAA (Mutual Acceptance Arrangement) as utilizing participant for R76 (and will sign for R60) and will therefore accept the type approval evaluation tests from Issuing Authorities under the OIML MAA program for non-automatic weighing instruments and for load cells.  Measurement Canada will continue to participate in the MRA with the USA for non-automatic weighing instruments, electronic indicators, and fuel dispensers as an issuing and utilizing participant.
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