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1. Incorporating Technical Requirements of Measuring Instruments into the JIS

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) is currently reviewing and revising all technical requirements on the specified measuring instruments presently described in the cabinet orders supplementing the Measurement Law. This revision aims to incorporate the technical requirements into the Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS). After the revision, the technical requirements on each specified measuring instrument would actually refer to the corresponding item in the JIS. This process, so-called “incorporating technical requirements into JIS”, would enable us to amend such technical requirements more timely and quickly, corresponding to the revision of international standard and technical innovation. 
So far, technical requirements of the six specified measuring instruments* have been amended by incorporating the requirements into JIS. METI plans to complete this project in regard to all other technical requirements of specified measuring instrument within two years.

(*) Taximeters, Non-automatic weighing instruments, Resistance clinical thermometers, Glass thermometers, Water meters, Hot-water meters, and Non–invasive automated sphygmomanometers
2. Enlightenment and Promotion of Legal Metrology in Japan

Not only imposing legal control, but also promoting the importance of accurate measurement through active participation by the consumers is necessary in order to secure accuracy on measurement in Japan.

Therefore Japanese local governments, who are in charge of verification and inspection, implement various activities of promotion for “accurate measurement”. They also carry out “Consumer Monitoring Activity” aimed at direct participation by the consumers in legal metrology. Consumers who join this activity check the quantities of products they buy and report the results to the local authorities.

Regarding nationwide activity, METI cooperated with some authorities by conducting a contest, which was titled as “Let’s Measure Anything Around You!”. This contest was held last year for the first time aiming at elementary school children. The winners of the contest were given awards by the authorities. We held a similar contest again this year.
3. Participation in the MAA Program
In September 2006, National Metrology Institute of Japan (NMIJ) signed DoMC (Declaration of Mutual Confidence) in the framework of the MAA (Mutual Acceptance Arrangement) as the Issuing Authority for OIML R60 (Metrological Regulation for Load Cell) and R76 (Nonautomatic Weighing Instruments). 

MAA intends to realize mutual acceptance of the test report of type approval validated with the OIML Certificates of Conformity, which enables ‘one-stop-testing’ for the manufacturers. Japan embraces the significance of MAA in order to facilitate the international harmonization in legal metrology, and NMIJ are actively engaged in the implementation of the MAA on R60 and R76 with respect to perspectives of the domestic manufacturers on the matters. 

NMIJ consider that the MAA program has just been established and still has some issues to be resolved; however it is a significant progress in legal metrology system. NMIJ hopes more countries will participate in MAA and this arrangement will be operated fruitfully in the future.

4. Other Activities in Metrology 
1. NMIJ established the “reference material development program” to accelerate the facilitation in the preparation for supplying the standard reference material necessary in the safety issues.

2. In association with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Association for Overseas Technical Scholarship (AOTS), NMIJ has conducted several training courses and seminars. NMIJ also supported the APEC/APLMF Seminar and Training Courses. 

3. METI and NMIJ supported the activities of the Asia-Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP) Secretariat and APLMF Secretariat.
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