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Updates on Current Development/Activities in Legal Metrology
1.
National Measurement System Act

The  final draft of the National Measurement System Act (NMSA) has finally been approved by the Attorney-General Chambers. This new Act  coordinates the national measurement system of the country by prescribing provisions for a coherent approach in establishing uniformity and traceability in measurements for legal, scientific and industrial metrology. As this new Act affects some existing provisions of the Weights and Measures Act 1972 (WMA) it is necessary that  some minor amendments to the WMA  be made to align and streamline its provisions with the requirements of the NMSA. The NMSA and WMA amendments are now in the final process of submission to the Cabinet for approval and are expected to be tabled together to Parliament next year. 
2.
Malaysian Standard on “Guidelines for Quantity of Product in Prepackages” 
A Malaysian Standard on “Guidelines for Quantity of Product in Prepackages” is in its final draft stage and with be approved soon. This standard is based on the OIML R87 : Quantity of   Product in Prepackages. 

The Ministry of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs is in the process of looking into drafting the relevant regulations for the control of  prepackaged goods based on the above standard and the ASEAN common requirements for Pre-packaged Products. Malaysia hopes to implement such control by 2008.
3.
Training Courses in Legal Metrology 
3.1
APLMF Training Courses
Malaysia hosted the following APLMF courses :

(i)
Training Course on Practical Application of OIML R87 on 03-07 April, 2006,

(ii)
Training Course on Verification of CNG Dispensers on 27-30 June, 2006.

The training courses were jointly hosted by the National Metrology Laboratory, SIRIM Berhad and the Ministry of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs. Participants from the various APLMF member economies and a number of local participants from the Malaysian industries, weights and measures authority, NML-SIRIM and private weights and measures verifier attended the courses.
3.2 Awareness Courses for Legal Enforcement Authorities

The National Metrology Laboratory, SIRIM Berhad conducted two one-day training courses specifically for government enforcement authorities as follows:

(i) The measurement of breath alcohol level (on 21 June, 2006) and ,

(ii) Legislation and measurement procedures for vehicle tinted glass and exhaust smoke emission (on 17 August, 2006).
Personnel from the Royal Malaysian Police, Road Transport Department, Islamic Religious Department and Vehicle Inspection Company participated in these courses. The courses were held to upgrade the knowledge and skills of the personnel involved in legal measurements and enforcement.
3.2 Training Conducted by Ministry of Domestic Trade and consumer Affairs (MDTCA)

Following the privatization of the verification and re-verification services for weighing and measuring instruments to a private company with effect from 4th April, 2005 the MDTCA now takes on the responsibility of monitoring and supervision of the  performance of the private company. In July, 2006 two training courses were conducted by the MDTCA for its Inspectors of Weights and Measures from 57 branch offices on the duties and tasks concerned.
3.3
International Workshop on Standards and Quality

This workshop was organized by SIRIM Berhad under the Malaysian Technical cooperation Programme (MTCP) on 16-29 July 2006. The workshop covered topics on Standardisation, Quality Certification System, Inspection Services, Measurement Standards and Legal Metrology. A total of 18 participants from Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Uzbekistan, UAE, Qatar, Yemen, Ethiopia and Zambia attended the training.
4.
Participation in APLMF Training Courses

Malaysia participated in all (a total of 5) APLMF training courses held since the beginning of this year.
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