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2007 Economy Report - Australia
1 National Trade Measurement
On 13 April 2007 the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) agreed to the introduction of a national system of trade measurement (NTM). The National Measurement Institute has been given responsibility for the transition process and the continuing management of the new national system. Transitional arrangements will be shared between the Business Services branch and a new Legal Metrology branch that has been established to accommodate the ongoing trade measurement activity.

It is planned that the transition will occur over a three year period with the national system becoming operational on 1 July 2010. Several working groups have been established to facilitate the transition and the first meetings of two of these are planned for 11 October in association with the next meeting of the Trade Measurement Advisory Committee (see item 7).
2 NMI Type Approval Facilities

The type approval test procedures have now been re-established at the NMI’s Lindfield headquarters. It remains to re-activate the 17025 accreditation for the facility. The flowmeter facility is still to be re-established in western Sydney. An upgrade of the absorber in our EMC anechoic chamber to 6 GHz is planned for the 07/08 financial year.
3 OIML MAA Participation

The NMI has now signed as a participating member for R49 and remains an issuing authority for both R60 and R76.
4 Utility Metering

The NMI has almost completed a contract with the National Water Commission for the development of national standards and test procedures for open channel and closed channel agricultural water meters. The NMI is now negotiating with the Bureau of Meteorology about the provision of expert advice to establish the test facilities to carry out type approval and verification of closed and open channel water meters for irrigation purposes.
With the roll-out of “smart meters” for the measurement of electricity, the NMI has been discussing the need to introduce a conformity to type program and to invest in an upgrade of the NMI’s facilities in this area to support type approval and the verification infrastructure.
5 Regulatory Measurements

Two working groups appointed by the NMI to develop a national standard for fixed speed measuring instruments and to develop the necessary calibration infrastructure, have made significant progress. It is expected that the standard will be completed by the end of the calendar year, while a consultant is to be appointed to review the options for an improved calibration infrastructure.
6 Quality Measurements

A national standard for the measurement of CCS (commercial cane sugar) has been completed and is going through the NMI’s editorial process at present. General certificates of approval have been issued for some of the simple measuring instruments used for trade by the sugar industry.

7 Trade Measurement Harmonisation and National Trade Measurement

The harmonisation of trade measurement within Australian State and Territory jurisdictions is achieved through the Trade Measurement Advisory Committee (TMAC) which is an advisory committee of the Standing Committee of Officials of Consumer Affairs (SCOCA). TMAC is meeting in Brisbane on 10 October. As is usual, the NMI has called a meeting of its Trade Measurement Managers Meeting (TMMM) on the following day to discuss more technical trade measurement matters. With the advent of national trade measurement, TMAC and TMMM will eventually be replaced by a new national committee.
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