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ASIA–PACIFIC

LEGAL METROLOGY FORUM
Survey on a Training Program for Grain Moisture Measurement
APLMF Working Group on Quality Measurements of Agricultural Products

Draft as of 27 May, 2011
Introduction
As reported at the 17th APLMF Forum Meeting in Victoria in 2010, Working Group on Quality Measurements of Agricultural Products (WG on QMAP) conducted six training programs on grain moisture measurement in 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005 and 2009, partly supported by the APEC fund. However, it is getting difficult for APEC to continue providing this financial support.
On the other hand, there are strong needs from rice-producing economies to continue such programs. In addition, a universal protocol, proposed in the previous programs, is still under development that will be utilized for traceability as well as intercomparisons in rice moisture measurement. In order to meet such needs, the WG proposes an alternative scheme to continue the training by self-funding as described below.
Proposed Plan
1. Host economy: Ideally, a host economy for this training program shall be rotated to give an equal opportunity to others. The APLMF economy hosting the first program will be selected based on the replies to the present survey. If the Forum approves to continue the present scheme, another economy will be selected to host the second program (and possibly the third one). If two or more economies wish to host the same program, the priority will be decided with a discussion among the Secretariat, WG on QMAP and WG on Training Coordination. 
2. Timing: Decided based on an agreement among WG on QMAP, Secretariat and the host economy. The WG expects that the first training program will be held in 2012 within a period of 3-5 days.

3. Trainers: Trainers/speakers will participate from APLMF economies basically with a voluntary basis using their own funds. If requested, the WG on QMAP is prepared for providing several trainers from Japan for the first program.
4. Trainees: Trainees are expected to attend mainly from the host economy. Trainees from other economies will be also accepted if they travel and attend the training at their own expense. 
5. Language: Because this training will be an international program organized by APLMF, the official language for the training shall be English. 
6. Funding: The meeting room, equipments, meals (lunch) and travel expenses of the local trainees are expected to be basically provided by the host economy. Additional support from APLMF may be provided after an approval by the Secretariat.

7. Management: APLMF Secretariat and WG on QMAP will be responsible for organizing the program in cooperation with WG on Training Coordination and the host economy.
If your economy has an interest in this program, please inform us by filling out the survey on the third page, and please send it to the APLMF Secretariat by 1 August, 2011. 
Reply Form
APLMF Survey on Training Program for Grain Moisture Measurement in 2011
Name of Economy:                                                               .       
Name of Contact Person:                                          (E-mail address:           )
Question 1: Does your economy hope to host a training program for moisture measurements of grains (rice, corn, wheat, coffee, etc.)? If you reply "yes", please proceed to the question 2. Otherwise, proceed to the question 3.
Question 2 to the economies that will host the training: Please explain a practical plan of the training program including time, place and length of period. If it is not decided, you may propose a tentative plan. Then, proceed to the question 4.
Question 3 to the economies that will NOT host the training: If APLMF will organize a training program for grain moisture outside of your economy, do you have a plan to nominate trainee(s) to this program with your own fund? If yes, how many trainees will be likely to attend?
Question 4: What kinds of agricultural products do you have an interest (or a strong need) in moisture measurement? 
Question 5: Do you have any requests about the topics and/or contents of the training program? Examples to be included are; a lecture on theoretical basis, a practical training in a laboratory or farm, a traceability system in grain moisture, and an international protocol used for intercomparisons. 
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